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Udder (40%)
● Udder Depth 
● Rear Udder 
● Teat Placement 
● Udder Cleft 
● Fore Udder 
● Teats
● Udder Balance and Texture 



Udder Depth



Rear Udder



Teat Placement



Udder Cleft (Median Suspensory Ligament)



Fore Udder



Teats and Udder Balance

This cow has a light a 
quarter which is a 
highly undesirable. 
The cow on the left 
has a well balance 

udder.  



Dairy Strength (25%)

● Ribs
● Barrel
● Chest
● Thighs
● Neck
● Withers



Ribs and Barrel



Chest 

Really Wide 
in the chest 

floor 

Good width to 
the chest floor 

Narrow in the 
chest floor



Thighs, Neck, Withers
(Dairy Character)

We look for dairy character in many 
places. We look for lean incurving thighs, 
prominent hooks and pins, openness of 
rib, and a long and lean neck. This Jersey 
exhibits great dairy character. 

This cow lacks dairy character and 
carries more flesh and body 
conditioning compared to the other 
Jersey cow. 



Feet and Legs (20%)
● Movement
● Rear Legs-Side View
● Rear Legs-Rear View
● Feet/Pasterns
● Thurl Placement



Movement
● No signs of lameness

● Does not walk with a limp 
● Walks comfortable on all four legs



Rear Legs Side and Rear View



Feet/ Pasterns



Thurl Placement 
This cow exhibits 

a centrally 
located thurl

This Jersey 
has a thurl 
placement 
that is sits 

further back 



Frame (15%)

● Rump
● Back/Loin
● Stature 



Rump



Back/Loin



Stature 
We measure length 
from pins to point of 
nose. Longer bodied 

cows are more 
desirable   

We measure height 
from the feet to the 

point of withers. Taller 
cows are more 

desirable 



Judging Heifers



Differences in Judging Heifers
General Appearance/Size

● Harmonious blending of 
parts

● Portionate height, 
length, depth ratio

● Well framed
● Stature- taller and 

longer bodied heifers



Picking Your Show Heifer
1. Well Balanced: Portionate height, length, depth 

ratio, and smooth blending of parts
2. Dairyness: Shows evidence of not carry condition 

or fat over the topline, ribs, rump, and thighs
3. Frame: Straight across the top, level over hooks 

to pins, tall and long bodied
4. Strength: Width in chest and rump, depth of rib



Which heifer would you choose?

Heifer 1 Heifer 2
OR



Which heifer would you choose?

Heifer 1 Heifer 2
OR



Which heifer would you choose?

Heifer 1 Heifer 2
OR



Colorado State Dairy Judging 
Summer Program

What it involves:
● Live Dairy Judging Practices at various 

dairies
● Each practice we judge classes and give a 

set of reasons
● Contest after four live practices
● Seniors (14+ in 4-H age) may have 

opportunities to judge nationally 



What does judging a class look like?
● Judge 4 animals
● They will either be tied or walking 
● Each animal will be assigned a 

number/letter
● Will have 15 minutes to judge 

each class and take notes
● Will turn in a scorecard with your 

placing
● Give 2-3 sets of reasons 
● Will get scored on each class from 

the official’s placing out of 50
● Will also get scored on each set of 

reasons out of 50



Oral Reasons and Note Taking 
Why do we note take and give oral reasons?

● We want to paint a picture of the class to the officiant 
and explain why you placed the class the way you did

● Note taking will help you organize your thoughts and 
help you recall the class

● Help with life skills: public speaking, confidence, 
decision making  



Careers in the Dairy Industry 



Dairy Farm Labor 

● Milker
● Calf Manager
● Herdsman
● Breeder
● Machine Operator
● Feeder
● Hoof Trimmer

 



Outsourced Services for the Dairy Farm 

● Nutritionist
● Dairy or Machinery 

Equipment 
Mechanic 

● Veterinarian 
● Commodities Broker



Dairy Industry Sales Roles
● Semen Sales
● Dairy Equipment
● Drug Representative
● Feed/Commodities
● Equipment



Beef on Dairy

● Meat Butcher
● Sale Barn Labor
● Auctioneer
● Cattle Buyer
● Feedlot Operator



Dairy Processing Jobs

● Dairy Farmers of 
America Representative 

● Milk Hauler
● Dairy Product 

Manufacturer



Other 

● Dairy Check off/Dairy 
Industry Advocate

● Health Inspector


